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Greetings faculty and staff, 

Hopefully, your fall semester is off to a great start. Fall is an exciting time of year 
for many of us as it marks a return to full campus life, New Orleans Saints games, a 
reprieve from the heat and mosquitoes, and, YES, the slowing down and ultimate 
end of the Atlantic Hurricane Season. Hurricane Season is not quite over yet, so 
let's not let our guards down for a few more weeks. 

This letter marks the release of the new Emergency Management Bulletin. These 
bulletins are meant to provide you, your family, and the campus useful and 
interesting information related to emergency preparedness.   

With that said, September is National Preparedness Month and the 2014 federal 
slogan is "Resolve to be Ready!" Now is a perfect time to revisit all your 
preparedness plans – not just hurricane-specific plans. Consider whether your 
plans meet your or your family’s needs. Do you have an Emergency Kit? Do you 
have a plan for local hazards and those while traveling? Will you stay informed? 

This year's “Resolve to be Ready” campaign focuses on “Family Connection” to 
reinforce the importance of including children and teens in preparedness 
conversations in advance of potential disasters. This new Ready campaign makes 
an emergency preparedness resolution easy to keep by recommending families 
consider these three ideas when making a plan: who to call, where to meet, and 
what to pack. These are basic, yet critical components which should be 
incorporated into all of our plans on campus and at home. Here is a new video in 
partnership with Walt Disney to support this campaign.  

My job as your Emergency Manager is to expect the unexpected and ensure, as 
much as possible, the entire campus has the tools, resources and information 
needed to respond as efficiently and effectively whenever a disaster strikes – at 
home or here on campus. These bulletins are an important piece of that puzzle. 

Let's continue increasing our resiliency together! 

Best, 

Stephen Murphy 
Emergency Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

This Bulletin is a product 
of the Office of Emergency 

Management 

Contact information: 
504.865.2988 or 

samurphy@loyno.edu 
www.loyno.edu/emergency 

Emergency Management 
Mission: 

To enhance the 
preparedness and 

resiliency of our university 
by coordinating and 
integrating activities 

necessary to build, sustain, 
and improve the capability 

to mitigate against, 
prepare for, respond to, 
and recover from natural 
or man-made disasters. 

Director’s Lookout 
Stephen Murphy 
Director of Emergency Management 
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Sept 10th = peak of Hurricane Season 
Each year, we breathe a sigh of relief with the passing of September 10th. It does 
indeed represent the historical peak of the season. And recently updated 
forecasts suggest a slightly lower than initially expected activity level through the 
remainder of the 2014 Atlantic Hurricane Season.  

However, all it takes is one storm. Let’s not completely relax yet. Keep your cars’ 
tanks topped off and refresh those supplies just in case.  “All it takes is one storm 
to harm your family, but taking simple steps now can mitigate the effects of a 
possible hurricane,” advises Aaron Miller, Deputy Director of the New Orleans 
Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness.   

Below are some helpful reminders. Loyola Emergency Management urges you to 
check the Loyola Emergency Information website for information about Loyola 
hurricane preparedness and “go kits/bug-out-bags.” Others include: 

- FEMA    - American Red Cross 
- City of New Orleans  - State of Louisiana  

 
    Why the fuss? Where are the storms? 

Remember in the Spring bulletin, I mentioned how El Niño was predicted, coupled 
with other conditions, to provide some “protection” this season. This remains part 
of the recently updated forecasts. As discussed by NOAA, the primary factors 
influencing the current increased chance of a below-normal season are: 

• Overall atmospheric conditions show strong vertical wind shear and a weaker 
West African monsoon. These conditions mean fewer tropical systems are 
spawned off the African coast, and those that do form are less likely to become 
hurricanes. These conditions are stronger than originally predicted in May and 
are expected to last mid-Aug – Oct. 

• Overall oceanic conditions are not favorable for storm development, including 
below-average temperatures across the Tropical Atlantic (which are more 
prevalent than models predicted in May) and are expected through Oct. 

• El Niño is still likely to develop and suppress storm development by increasing 
vertical wind shear. 

 

 
 

 

Atlantic Hurricane 
Season 

(Loyola Hurricane Planning) 

Atlantic Hurricane Season 
extends from June1 - 
November 30.  
 

Updated Hurricane 
Forecast: 

• 7-12 Storms 
• 3-6 Hurricanes 
• 0-2 Major Hurricane(s) 

 
Trivia Question: 
What Category storm, 
when imminently 
approaching the City, 
triggers the City to call a 
mandatory evacuation? 

Answer: 
Category 3 plus (with a 
small caveat for a strong, 
slow-moving Cat 2). 

Don’t forget: 
• Go Kits / Bug Out Bags 
• Communication Plan 
• Family Plan 
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Ebola Outbreak Continues in West Africa 
What has happened and what is the US doing? 
The 2014 Ebola outbreak is the largest Ebola outbreak in history and the first in 
West Africa. The current outbreak is affecting multiple countries in West Africa 
(see Affected Areas table). The outbreak does not pose a significant risk to the 
United States. CDC is working with the World Health Organization and other 
partners and has activated its Emergency Operations Center (EOC) to help 
coordinate an enhanced technical response. CDC has also deployed teams of 
public health experts to West Africa. For more info, see the CDC website. 

CDC has recommended universities monitor travel advisories, avoiding non-
essential travel to the outbreak region altogether, as well as suspend education-
related travel, study abroad, and international programs in the impacted area. 

What is Ebola? 
Ebola virus is the cause of a rare and deadly viral hemorrhagic fever. Symptoms 
include: fever, headache, joint and muscle aches, weakness, diarrhea, vomiting, 
stomach pain, lack of appetite and abnormal bleeding. Symptoms may appear 
anywhere from 2 to 21 days after exposure to Ebola virus. 

How is Ebola transmitted? 
Ebola is NOT a respiratory disease like the flu: Ebola is NOT transmitted through 
the air. Ebola is transmitted through direct contact with the blood or bodily fluids 
of an infected symptomatic person. 

Can I get Ebola from contaminated food or water? 
No. Ebola is not a food-borne illness.  It is not a water-borne illness. 

Can I get Ebola from a person who is infected but doesn’t have any symptoms? 
No. Individuals who are not symptomatic are not contagious. In order for the virus 
to be transmitted, an individual would have to have direct contact with an 
individual who is experiencing symptoms. 

Are there any cases of individuals contracting Ebola in the U.S.?  
No. (To date, 4 patients—also health care providers assisting in W. Africa – were 
brought to domestic hospitals in Atlanta, GA and Omaha, NE). 

What precautionary steps has Loyola taken? 
Loyola’s Office of Emergency Management and Student Health Services are 
continuing to monitor the Ebola outbreak in parts of West Africa. We remain in 
direct communication with local, state and federal officials to ensure we are 
aware of any changes or updates. The outbreak DOES NOT pose a significant risk 
to the U.S. at this time.  

At the present, Loyola does not have any sponsored programs of study in the 
outbreak region nor does it have any students, faculty or staff that have been 
identified as having traveled to the affected areas of West Africa.  

Please visit either the Student Health Services or Emergency Management 
websites for details about Loyola’s guidance. 

 
 

 

STAY INFORMED! 
Be sure you are 
registered for Loyola’s 
Emergency Alerts! Time 
can be a critical piece 
and being informed can 
prove life-saving. 
 
During an emergency, 
including a public health 
crisis, Loyola will notify 
the campus and offer 
guidance. Please keep 
this information 
updated!  

Employee web services 
instructions: 
Log in. Select “Update 
Emergency Contact 
Info.” At the bottom, 
provide your cell 
number in “Text 
Message Cell Number.”  

For Students: 
Update your cell phone 
information through 
LORA accounts (only 
your cell phone as a 
student). 
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http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/resources/distribution-map-guinea-outbreak.html%23areas
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/guinea/qa.html
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/advice-for-colleges-universities-and-students-about-ebola-in-west-africa
http://finance.loyno.edu/emergency-management
http://studentaffairs.loyno.edu/health
http://studentaffairs.loyno.edu/health/news-item/facts-about-ebola-virus-outbreak
http://finance.loyno.edu/emergency/ebola-outbreak-what-you-need-know


  

“Fight the Bite” 
You may have seen this slogan from Louisiana’s Department of Health & 
Hospitals. Here’s a recap of the message.  

We’re not only in the midst of hurricane season, but also mosquito season. 
And we all know Louisiana is home to mosquitoes big enough to warrant their 
own zip code! Yes, they are quite the nuisance and no one likes to be bitten by 
these pesky insects. But, itchy bites are not the only concern. Mosquito-borne 
(or vector-borne) viruses are a difficult challenge for public health officials.  

One such virus with which we are all likely familiar is West Nile virus. As of 
September 12, 2014, there have been 92 cases in Louisiana (4 deaths), 
according to DHH State Epidemiologist Dr. Raoult Ratard, MD. About 90 
percent of all cases are asymptomatic, while about 10 percent will develop 
West Nile fever. Only a very small number of infected individuals will show the 
serious symptoms associated with the neuroinvasive disease. 

Controlling the spread of these viruses can be challenging, but each of us can 
do our part too. Whenever you see standing water in a container around the 
house or on campus or around town, consider tipping it over to “spill” the 
water. This can drastically reduce the amount of mosquito-breeding areas. 
Other personal/home defenses include: 

• Avoiding (if possible) dusk/dawn times when mosquitoes are most active 
• Use insect repellent that contains DEET 
• Wear long pants/long sleeves when outside during active mosquito times 
• Clean your gutters often – these can produce millions of mosquitoes 

Click here for more information on Fight the Bite from DHH. 

Other Mosquito & Public Health News 
I wanted to take the time to recognize a few other mosquito-borne viruses 
getting recent media attention. As you have likely heard, DHH continues to 
monitor chikungunya fever and dengue fever – newer viruses to the U.S.  So far 
this year, there have been 10 cases of chikungunya fever and one case of 
dengue fever in Louisiana. While chikungunya has been found locally Florida, 
all of Louisiana's reported chikungunya fever infections (and dengue fever for 
that matter) took place while these individuals were traveling outside of the 
U.S. This is important to note – take precautions while traveling! 

Let’s do our part and try to keep mosquito breeding grounds to a minimum 
around campus and our neighborhoods. For more information about these 
diseases, visit the CDC's website by clicking here. 

 

Vector-Borne 
Diseases 

Diseases spread via 
mosquitoes, ticks, and 
fleas. 

West Nile Virus 
• Most people (70-80%) 

who become infected 
with West Nile virus do 
not develop any 
symptoms. 

• The symptoms of 
neurologic illness can 
include headache, high 
fever, neck stiffness, 
disorientation, coma, 
tremors, seizures, or 
paralysis. 

Chikungunya 
• Symptoms usually begin 

3–7 days after being 
bitten by an infected 
mosquito.  

• The most common 
symptoms are fever and 
joint pain.  

• Other symptoms may 
include headache, 
muscle pain, joint 
swelling, or rash.  

• Not often result in 
death, but can be severe 
and disabling.  
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http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2546
http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2546
http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/SurveillanceReports/wnv/weekly2012/FighttheBiteFlier.pdf
http://www.dhh.la.gov/action.cfm?md=communication&task=addMessageClickThru&msgid=939&uid=0&encoded=1&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edhh%2Ela%2Egov%2Faction%2Ecfm%3Fmd%3Dcommunication%26task%3DaddMessageClickThru%26msgid%3D938%26uid%3D0%26encoded%3D1%26redirect%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww%252Edhh%252Ela%252Egov%252Faction%252Ecfm%253Fmd%253Dcommunication%2526task%253DaddMessageClickThru%2526msgid%253D928%2526uid%253Dh%25253CmEep%2526encoded%253D1%2526redirect%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww%25252Edhh%25252Ela%25252Egov%25252Faction%25252Ecfm%25253Fmd%25253Dcommunication%252526task%25253DaddMessageClickThru%252526msgid%25253D920%252526uid%25253D0%252526encoded%25253D1%252526redirect%25253Dhttp%2525253A%2525252F%2525252Fwww%2525252Edhh%2525252Ela%2525252Egov%2525252Faction%2525252Ecfm%2525253Fmd%2525253Dcommunication%25252526task%2525253DaddMessageClickThru%25252526msgid%2525253D917%25252526uid%2525253D0%25252526encoded%2525253D1%25252526redirect%2525253Dhttp%252525253A%252525252F%252525252Fwww%252525252Ecdc%252525252Egov%252525252Fncezid%252525252Fdvbd%252525252F
http://www.cdc.gov/westnile/
http://www.cdc.gov/chikungunya/symptoms/index.html


  

Just for fun: Disasters and Hollywood 
Disasters have been the subject of filmgoers' fascination for quite some time. A 
litany of television series have also depicted emergency/disaster situations, 
whether as a series or an occasional episode. Some are rather far-fetched while 
others are more realistic. The subjects most described are natural or manmade; 
either impending or ongoing; existing locally or globally. The most commonly 
portrayed disasters in films are:  

• Natural disasters (earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, tropical storms, etc.) 
• Viruses or mutations to viruses 
• Planetary related (asteroids or meteors off course) 
• Criminally instigated (bombs planted in planes, terrorist conspiracies) 
• Zombie or Alien  
• Nuclear related crises 

Many of these films are tremendously successful at the box office (click here). 
Below is a list of films based on box office success, but also personal opinion as well 
as a few television series. I’d argue each of these has a connection with our 
everyday strides toward becoming more prepared and resilient. For starters, these 
selections deal with (among other themes of course) personal resiliency, 
viruses/public health threats, natural disasters (and being ready for the 
unexpected) as well as recognizing threats and the ramifications of not heeding 
warnings/warning signs. If you have favorites, I would love to hear about them. I 
am certain there are a few excellent examples I overlooked.  

Outbreak 1995 28 Days Later 2003 
Contagion 2011 28 Weeks Later 2007 
Medical Investigation (TV) 04-05 Dawn of the Dead 2004 
The Last Ship (TV) 2014 The Walking Dead (TV) 2010- 
Andromeda Strain 1971 I am Legend 2007 
The Day After Tomorrow 2004 World War Z 2013 
Twister 1996 Independence Day 1996 
The Impossible 2012 War of the Worlds 2005 
Dante's Peak 1997 Apollo 13 1995 
Volcano 1997 Gravity 2013 
Daylight 1996 24 (TV) 01-10 
The Perfect Storm 2000 Vertical Limit 2000 
Into the Storm 2014 127 Hours 2010 
2012 2009 Hours 2013 
Deep Impact 1998   
Armageddon 1998   

 

 

Zombies? 

Did you know Dr. Ali 
Khan (former Dir. of 
Preparedness & 
Response at the CDC 
and Assistant Surgeon 
General) developed a 
Zombie Preparedness 
Plan? Why would he 
take the time to create 
such a trivial plan? 

Answer: 

Dr. Khan effectively 
illustrated that 
regardless of the 
threats we might face, 
having a plan in place 
increases your chances 
and enhances your 
resiliency. This is 
exactly what DHS also 
emphasizes – develop 
an all-hazards plan to 
ensure you can respond 
to life’s adversities 
Inside of this broad 
plan, consider what 
specific courses of 
action you’d take for a 
specific threat.  

Bottom line - Know 
what threats you might 
face and educate 
yourself on them so you 
can be ready! 
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http://www.boxofficemojo.com/genres/chart/?id=disaster.htm
http://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2011/05/preparedness-101-zombie-apocalypse/
http://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2011/05/preparedness-101-zombie-apocalypse/
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