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Greetings Wolfpack! 

It is with great excitement that I send to you the first Emergency 
Management Bulletin. With expected quarterly releases, I aim to provide 
you useful and interesting information related to emergency preparedness. 
Some emergency management concepts can be an elusive and these 
bulletins will serve to inform and clarify. In addition, they will highlight 
some of our preparedness achievements as a campus.   

It is the duty of emergency management professionals to expect the 
unexpected. And while we always hope for the best, it is our collective job 
as a university community to plan for the worst. We never know what 
events, incidents or disasters can strike the Loyola Campus or the City of 
New Orleans. My goal is to ensure that the entire institution has the tools, 
resources and information needed so that when disaster strikes, we are 
ready to respond as efficiently and effectively as possible. 

How do we do this? The answer is simple: partnerships and teamwork. The 
Office of Emergency Management utilizes and coordinates the resources, 
brainpower and expertise of various campus experts who make up the 
Emergency Management Team (or EMT). The EMT is charged with assisting 
the Office of Emergency Management in planning and strategizing the most 
effective path towards resiliency as a University. 

Enhancing our internal team are the coordination efforts with a network of 
external partners, including the FBI, the New Orleans Office of Homeland 
Security & Emergency Preparedness, New Orleans Emergency Medical 
Services, NOPD and other regional institutions of higher education. 
Members of this network meet as needed on campus (and off) to plan for 
various threats we could encounter – be it as a campus or as a city. 

Thorough campus preparedness ultimately begins with YOU! Within this 
newsletter, you will find information to help you do your part in planning 
for yourself and assisting in overall campus resiliency. 

 

 

 

 

 

This Bulletin is a product 
of the Office of Emergency 

Management 

Contact information: 
504.865.2988 or 

samurphy@loyno.edu 
www.loyno.edu/emergency 

Emergency Management 
Mission: 

To enhance the 
preparedness and 

resiliency of our university 
by coordinating and 
integrating activities 

necessary to build, sustain, 
and improve the capability 

to mitigate against, 
prepare for, respond to, 
and recover from natural 
or man-made disasters. 

Director’s Lookout 
Stephen Murphy 
Director of Emergency Management 
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‘Tis the Season to Prepare for Hurricanes: 
There’s a time and a season for everything--and now is a good time to get 
ready for hurricanes. The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 to 
November 30. Loyola Emergency Management urges you to check the Loyola 
Emergency Information website for information about Loyola hurricane 
preparedness and “go kits/bug-out-bags.” Others resources include: 

- FEMA    - American Red Cross 
- City of New Orleans  - State of Louisiana  

“All it takes is one storm to harm your family, but taking simple steps now can 
mitigate the effects of a possible hurricane,” advises Aaron Miller, Deputy 
Director of the New Orleans Office of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Preparedness.  “Start preparing now by putting together an emergency kit with 
important documents and emergency supplies, and also creating a plan with 
your family, including elderly or disabled family members and pets.” 

    El Niño? What’s that? Do we want one? 
One of the driving factors in determining the magnitude of the Atlantic 
hurricane season is forecasting the phase of a naturally occurring climate cycle 
across the waters of the equatorial Pacific Ocean. The phase changes are 
known as La Niña and El Niño. A cooler-than-average phase in the equatorial 
Pacific is referred to as "La Niña" while a warmer-than-average phase is called 
"El Niño." While an El Niño cycle, which can occur every 2-7 years, tends to 
bring warmer water around the equator in the Pacific Ocean, it typically 
produces elevated levels of wind shear across the Tropical Atlantic, resulting in 
a less favorable environment for tropical hurricane development. Simply put, 
the El Niño effect tends to provide us with a little protection.  

The Tropical Pacific region is likely to experience dramatic changes in the 
coming months as rapid warming occurs. Such surface warming in the Tropical 
Pacific could result in the development of an El Niño by July or August. Nearly 
every long range computer model indicates similar forecasting at this point. 
Experts at Impact Weather, providing services to universities in hurricane 
zones, agree emphatically with this as well.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Atlantic Hurricane 
Season 

(Loyola Hurricane Planning) 

Atlantic Hurricane Season 
extends from June1 - 
November 30. However, 
preparedness continues 
throughout the year, 
especially in New Orleans. 
 
Trivia Question: 
What Category storm, 
when imminently 
approaching the City, 
triggers the City to call a 
mandatory evacuation? 

Answer: 
Category 3 plus (with a 
small caveat for a strong, 
slow-moving Cat 2). 

April Forecast from 
IMPACT Weather: 
• 10 Storms 
• 4 Hurricanes 
• 1 Major Hurricane 

Don’t forget: 
• Go Kits / Bug Out Bags 
• Communication Plan 
• Family Plan 

 

http://finance.loyno.edu/emergency/hurricanes-loyola-and-city-new-orleans
http://finance.loyno.edu/emergency/hurricanes-loyola-and-city-new-orleans
http://finance.loyno.edu/emergency/bulding-personal-preparedness-kit
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/location/home-family
http://www.nola.gov/ready/hurricane/
http://www.getagameplan.org/index.htm
http://finance.loyno.edu/emergency/hurricanes-loyola-and-city-new-orleans
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The Saffir-Simpson Scale: 
Atlantic Hurricanes are categorized by what is known as the Saffir-Simpson 
Scale. The intensity of each storm falls into categories ranging from the least 
intensive (but still dangerous) Category 1 (Cat 1) up to the most intensive Cat 5. 
Less intensive, but sometimes still carrying quite the impact, are storms not yet 
reaching these categories. These storms are classified as a Tropical Depression 
(less intense) or a Tropical Storm. Prior to any of these storms being labeled as 
such, hurricane forecasters often refer to an area of interest as an “INVEST,” 
followed by a number for identification. Not all invests develop into 
depressions or storms. 

Beginning in 2010, the Saffir-Simpson Scale began to categorize hurricane 
strength based solely on wind speed. This was an abrupt change from years 
past when the scale once associated expected storm surge with each category 
in addition to wind speed. Further, each storm is now individually analyzed and 
specifics for each are released as the storm develops. Characteristics such as 
barometric pressure and expected storm surge are covered as the storm 
continues to strengthen. News media broadcast these analyses to inform the 
public. 

Projected hurricane damage is not only a result of the storm itself. Among the 
outside contributing factors are: Tidal ebb and flow impacting low lying coastal 
areas, the speed of the storm’s trajectory itself, the temperature of the water 
over which the storm is passing, existing wind shear, and the depth of the 
water over which it travels.  

 
 
Source for graphic: 
http://www.weather.com/outlook/weather-news/hurricanes/articles/hurricane-saffir-simpson-wind-scale_2010-05-24  

 
 

 

Emergency 
Communication Tip: 

Be sure you are 
registered for Loyola’s 
Emergency Alerts! 
 
During an emergency or 
inclement weather, 
Loyola will notify the 
campus and offer 
guidance. To ensure you 
receive these critical 
messages update your 
information at 
employee web services 
or through LORA 
accounts (for students).  

Employee web services 
instructions: 
Log in. Select “Update 
Emergency Contact 
Info.” At the bottom, 
provide your cell 
number in “Text 
Message Cell Number.”  

Students: 
Update your cell phone 
information through 
LORA accounts (only 
your cell phone as a 
student). 

http://www.weather.com/outlook/weather-news/hurricanes/articles/hurricane-saffir-simpson-wind-scale_2010-05-24
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Continuity Corner 
Continuity of Operations refers to the ability of the University to resume its 
essential functions as quickly as possible following an interruption. One of the 
most important aspects of Continuity of Operations – be it Business, Academic 
or Research Continuity, etc. – is the communication between co-workers and 
colleagues. This can be difficult even during the best of times, when technology 
and devices are working fine and everyday life is basically normal. For example, 
ever tried to make a cell phone call during a Mardi Gras parade or from inside 
Jazz Fest? At a major concert or Saints game?  

What about when things aren’t so normal? Inclement weather, power outages 
and other events can disrupt normal operations in our departments and make 
it difficult to communicate with each other, especially if the campus goes into 
suspended operations. Another challenge is when regular lines of 
communication such as e-mail and phone services are not available. Flexibility 
and redundancy (back-up systems) are the keys to effective communications 
during these times. 

• Did you know that University emergency communication is posted by 
the administration to the Loyola home page not departmental pages?  

• Consider using “primitive technology” techniques such as phone trees, if 
needed, to keep your department or employees in the know. 

• Updating contact lists is obviously essential! 
• Use alternative technologies such as Google Hangout, Twitter, Facebook. 
• There are many, many options available for alternate ways to 

communicate. Please let the Office of Emergency Management know if 
you would like to know more about resilient communication strategies 
for you or your department. 

    LORE: Loyola Off-site Recovery (Plan) 
LORE outlines the protocols for Loyola’s Continuity of Operations and 
delineates the emergency administrative operations of Loyola in the event of 
an evacuation from its campuses and extended suspension of campus 
operations. Specifically, the LORE plan provides for emergency relocation of 
key personnel to a remote facility equipped to support them in their job 
functions. Depending on the emergency forcing the evacuation, the 
administration decides whether to deploy all phases or just “partial” activation 
of LORE. LORE Team Members are notified via email, text, and/or phone call in 
the event their specific phase is activated. Personnel, anticipated needs, and 
contact information in all 3 phases will be updated in the coming weeks. For 
those involved, look for an email soon! 

 

 
 

 

Communication Tip: 
Get an out-of-state 
emergency contact 
 

If you are separated from 
your loved ones when 
disasters strike, you will 
immediately wonder how 
and where they are. The 
stress of the event may 
make it difficult to 
remember even routine 
information, like phone 
numbers. Consequently, 
we recommend that 
every household member 
have an out-of-area 
contact card in a wallet, 
purse, or backpack at all 
times. Remember, texting 
this number can be more 
reliable than calling when 
phone lines are 
overburdened or 
compromised, so ensure 
you have a mobile 
number as well as a 
landline for a more 
complete plan. 
Communicate your 
emergency contact 
information to your family 
so everyone knows who 
to call if they cannot 
reach you or each other. 
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April Showers (Bring More Than) May Flowers 
We all know the old rhyme and, I don’t know about all of you, but I personally 
look forward to the spring blooming season. The return of green grass, budding 
trees, and the smell of the sweet olive or jasmine is such a welcomed change 
(although my allergies would suggest otherwise). 

With this season comes great change. Mark Twain once said, "In the spring I 
have counted one hundred and thirty-six kinds of weather inside of four and 
twenty hours." Be prepared for rapidly changing weather, bringing thunder 
storms or tornadic activity to our area. Remember, now is a good time to 
update your information on the Alert Notification System! 

Rainfall Reminders: 
• Heavy rains can wreak havoc on the surface streets and interstates 

alike across the metro-area. Please remember to exercise caution 
during this time of year, as the rain water can get deep in some places. 

o Your car can be swept away in less than 2 feet of water.  
o You are subject to fines if your vehicle causes wake water to 

lap into houses (yes, NOPD will issue you a citation) 
• Be mindful of low-lying areas that typically flood – odds are they will 

flood again! We urge everyone to be mindful of where you park your 
vehicles, especially sedans or sports cars with little ground clearance. 
New Orleans is known for quick, heavy downpours during this time of 
year and we all know it doesn’t take long for the streets to flood (i.e., 
St. Charles Ave in front of Audubon Park).  

Prepare Your Home for Spring! 
Your home has likely taken a beating this winter, especially given the colder 
than normal one we experienced. Here are a few tips for preparing your home 
for the upcoming season. 

• Examine caulking around windows and doors as well as weather 
stripping inside door jams. Replace as needed. 

• Inspect the roof for broken or missing shingles or tiles. 
• Clean gutters and downspouts to keep debris from accumulating. 
• Ensure air filters have been replaced or cleaned. 
• Remove dead tree limbs and trim tree limbs back away from the roof 

or side of your home. 
• Low areas in the yard or next to foundations should be filled with 

compacted soil. Outside of foundation concerns, pooling water in such 
low areas creates a breeding ground for insects in warmer months. 

• Check your deck for safety. 

 

 

Planting and Safety? 
Here are some tips for 
springtime planting.  

1) Consider the height of 
your shrubs or barrier 
plants the closer they 
are to entryways.  

2) It is advised that 
shrubs not exceed 3’ at 
maturity, as anything 
over that height 
provides concealment. 
This should allow for 
good visual surveillance. 
Overgrown vegetation 
can invite crime.  

3) Trim tree limbs to no 
less than 7’ from the 
ground to prevent 
climbing, especially 
around roofs or 
elevated decks. 

4) Keep security lights 
from being covered by 
foliage. While there, 
make sure the bulbs 
work! 

Tips provided by LUPD  
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See Something, Say Something 
The federal slogan of “See Something, Say Something” should resonate with 
our campus as an effort to prevent harmful acts or injuries. Simply put, the 
slogan means that we, as members of campus (or society in general), should 
report something that feels out of place. Campus violence prevention depends 
in part on the Loyola New Orleans community to notice and report potentially 
worrisome behaviors or situations before they result in harm.   

Threat Assessment Team? Help us help you! 
Did you know the University has a Threat Assessment Team? Nearly every 
campus across the country is implementing a ‘threat assessment’ program. The 
mission of Loyola’s multidisciplinary Threat Assessment Team is to determine if 
an individual or individuals pose a threat to self, others, or the campus 
community and to recommend courses of action to mitigate the threat and 
maintain the physical safety of the situation.  

Together, we provide careful investigation and skilled review of situations or 
behavior that may lead to physical threats or personal safety concerns. For the 
team to be effective in evaluating threats, reports must provide specific, 
plausible details. Once a report is received, the team will attempt to determine 
whether a credible threat exists and recommend a course of action to mitigate 
potential violence specific to those involved in the situation.  

The Threat Assessment Team is not responsible for investigating or resolving 
student, faculty, or employee issues nor is it a tactical device for physical threat 
deterrent, per se. Further, the team does not analyze a "profile" or a checklist 
of danger signs pointing to the next individual who will bring lethal violence to 
a campus. Those things do not exist – there is not a profile of those responsible 
for that type of campus violence.   

The team is authorized, structured and coordinated based on best practices 
across the country as well as expert training. Just last year, the FBI and the 
FBI’s Behavioral Analysis Unit visited campus to deliver training to the team.  

Although the risk of an actual shooting incident at any one institution is very 
low, threats of violence are potentially a problem for any campus. Once a 
threat is made, having a fair, rational, and standardized method of evaluating 
and responding to threats is critically important. 

To report such concerns, contact your supervisor, department head, Human 
Resources, VP of your area, LUPD, Risk Management, or Emergency 
Management. Students can contact Student Counseling directly or LUPD. 

 

Quick tips for safety: 
 
* Did you know that 
dialing 911 or extension 
3434 from a Loyola-
based phone connects 
directly with LUPD? 
 
* Did you realize that 
dialing 911 from your 
cell phone connects to 
New Orleans Police? 
 
LUPD should be called 
for all emergencies on 
campus even if NOPD is 
called. 
 
Consider programming 
LUPD (865.3434) as a 
speed dial “favorite” in 
your mobile phone. This 
could provide you with a 
quicker, more effective 
response to your 
emergency.  
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